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''flea?-Senator Bidan:

The purpose of this letter is to clarify EFP.'p position
toward the Arrr.y Creek Landfill nituation with respect to'
Section 4 oi tho Kesouccja conaervfttion nnfl Kp.covery Act

. <HCR,lv) anG to inform you of acticma we have t.Q'<en to flate.
At the) request of tha Wew castle County Department of Publl

, we will refer to this situation uc the Army Creak
lll, xc.ther than LlanyDllon. This XB &t the regueat-o

operty'owners in the LlaugQllnsri Eutalxa ouhflivision who,-
.. v>A.nh. to minirniee their nsuocTHtlon vjithTlie problem.

I have QE!6icinated Mr. BhBlclon Meyevs, Deputy Aouietant
rator lor Solid W«i»ta, ns-the Agency contact,

• coordinator, anil Bpo3<'5Bnian for Section' 4 of riCRJ\; tom^
Creek Lariafill. Mr, Mayfrsn will CDDi.-a5.natG the ef forte of

• xiujr Office of Research Riul Dsvelopxr.ent and our Rsgiorv Hi
•Office in Wiiladelphia with thoaa oJ; his staff in the Offic
:of Salifl Wn

It is our -inten't to work with your office and New
Comity pox'soiinol on this iesue. Kei appreciate! 'tlie

.sincere interest eKprosaetl lay Mr. Vince D'Anna in obtaining
EPA naaictanctt for Hew CaBtlo County ar.tl will try to h-eep. '
him informed of our aotiviticm. Staff of. the Office of
.Solid Hiiste have bet-n Morkiny clirectly with Me. Hei-iia Jivira
of the Nsw Costlo County UflporkMent of Public Works Plaanir.
Dnp&t Iscwit (Arê wifle Ki'.ste ffrentmsint Picogiram) for Borne time
now. . . . •

An you u;:c awriix:, (jraunc1 watc? contamination by lenbhf
io c{),T.i!ori fit. solii! w.-irite Oispoyal sitop in this couritxy ant
is not unique to tho firry Creel: LanflLUl. Watci:
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Inivc also been contaminated by leachate at numerous

. ' disposal oitfeB, not jutit in Delaware. Hopefully the regula-
tory/ research, technical assistance; tsncl other provisions &

. RCR/V will help minimize the chances of such problems oceurri
' ..'; in the future. - •''•,'
. , Mliat imikes the Army Creek Landfill situation somewhat
; , 'different .is the 'significant consideration which the Cowty

has given to attempt to correct or rectify 'the contamtnatior
. ' -pjobiem. In other supply well contamination cases involving

nizeable sitedr the contaminated ground water anfl wells liavt
merely been abandonafl (avoided) and clean, water piped in
.from another source. In the case oi1 Army Creek Landfill

.; .contamination an alternative water source is not readily or
:;;: cheaply available.

New Ctistle County IB faced with a, very difficult
decision. Just us there are uncertainties anfl high costs 1)
luachate prevention aruS control technologies, tnere are evet

.' greater uncertainties ancl costs associated with corrective
' technologies. Even if the landfill problem were, corrected

.'. " there would be eome uncertainties as to how long it would
take ior the ground water to bo usable again without counte:

__ . . '.pumping. Complicating this in the case of Army Creel; ore.
.1 Ĥ•'>'''•-'.'. ."'(1) the existence of' anoth&r nearby (although smaller) •

'_.._".'..' disposftl site which apparently also has to be corrected to
Ĥ|'-.' ' ;.' . solve the ground water pspfclem, (2) the problems causisd by.
Ha ''"' the Sacfc that an artesian fiquifer is involv-s.l, (3) ground -

. water in direct contact with the wastes, (ft) the very
, hefccrogencoua nature of the eubaurfaca Bts«t&/ nnd (5) tho
'. many chemical/industrial, wastes on well as municipal wast«e
•' fliBpoeefl of'in tho site;.

We are wall aware that this is a pressing problem for
New CafitlB County. Lest year we funded the Raw Castle
County'1'ublic works Department's planni7K| uncncy to explore
this .water-reoource opt-.iona ior the county viw-a-vio the
luhdflll contamination problem. Use of a major Kourcici of
dririking water for the county, the Potomac Aquifer, has 'bee.
ciurtaileu, and an alternative replacement source .in not
readily ox cheaply available. The costs and problems
.associated with'the counterpumping program sire a definite
etrain on Comity reeci\u:ces. The characteristics of the
loachuto are oich that the counterpumpine; program is neceu-'

. ebry intleJiinitely if the current, albeit retluoedi level of
pumpage l'rom.;-t.ha jwjuifer is to continue. Tha Icing-rcnge
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costs oil counterpvimpimj are ̂  greater than other alfcernatii
u::d countfrpampincj renders the; aquifer only partially
usable which will uxacerbato! the w<it<sr supply problem as .

•'' ctaroand inoreuBes.

';..", '"'/ ' EPA intends to aaaisu New Castle cowiV.y in resolving '
. '" ', the problem an quickly au possible. However, funds have -not

'.!!.." ' bCipn specifically appropriated for the Section 4 provieionp
.'" , . ' .orBcjRA, and funds obtained through FV 7V reprofjramraing are
••'..'... '• . ..'insufliciont to implement all sectiona of the Act. Given

".'.the other urgent nc&ds in the Act/ wa axe currently unable
".'.' " t'o fund the caunterpumpiny program which IB a subsidy afcirx
".". ' . .to a construction grant, and as such is in contrast to the
'.."'." '"spirit of most of the rast of the Act, is not national in

ancl woulcl not gel: at: the root o£ the problem. .

The Section 4 roaearcli proyram, Jirr^evtr , is more in the
national interest ana is morci likely to result in a solutioi
'to the problem. Given limiteil f \infl B, v?e Jt'svor funding the
research progrnm befo.ve Munterpumpiiui. in fact, we recent"
iri'itiatei; i\ corrective action xesefirch project (titled
"Neutraliaation of inoperative Waste DiBpos&l Sites") under
contract to A.M. Martin Aspooiatea. We had hopad to utilise
tbie pxojiafJt in con;) unction vith the Army Creole lanafill, .
Ji.it t̂ t̂ r oevaral comiriunioatione with tlio Hev? Castle Countv
planning flepartrwnt, v/e mutually agreofl tliat this projec'
bettor suited for a enialler cite where we can more accur'-.
otely describe antl measure the effects o:C corroctive action,
'nnfl flcaomplii'l) the research within n reasonable?. budget. . Tht
urgency of. the Army C«oe); situation may £tUu not allow 'the
-tilniB ncp.tlaa in this raeearc'n effort. Hovisvivr, Mew Castle

• County may be ablu to draw upon the interim rosults of 'thi&
'.project. In anothsr current effort, i^t have cosninitted .
.?10',000 to analyze n number oi' contaminatac! ground water
(leHcnatc,1) samples from the Anny Creel; area to expand the .
organic; chemicals .iflentificatiw dntn b&ufc. When Wft get th'
".risBulte of these analyses vre will foivwrci them to Hew Castli
County parcionnel.

It i.v. QUIT pres&nt: view that v;liat In neeclad at l-.he Army
J-nndfill Ac rcoru tx Soixsibil.ity study than a longer

!"" ''.'term research project. Such B feasibility study would ......
.': existing technological tmd rossarch clatn to thci Army Creek

' Landfill problem to further invcjctifjate oltornative solutioi
.or corrective-, aotionf. :>a clulinenteil in SHOtion 4 of t|io Act.
Thy Ay&jicy, in oooporation with tho Mew Cantlcj County

'.' ' Deportment o5: IJublic V(O/)-.B filnnninr) division, As in the
: •'. j/ruceuc of clevolopiny lilio fjcopti of wo)'I'. for ouch n project.
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'" .. llo'wev&r, with the ourxent uncertainties cm availability of
"''"' ' fiinclo, this effort: hao been delayed. ny recant reprofjrararoirt'

'of J'X' 77 research funds, wViich arc: very ticihfc, the most V0
'.'. ' .bswt1 been able t-.o Bet asida ie an additional $50,000 for n
';'.'.; teasibillty study. However, we hatfa not.' determined yet wJiat
'•"•' ' thiu level of funding will, achieva tor New CaGfcle County or

EPA. At thic time, it ie difficult to any what i'unds might
' 'he nvnilable In PY 7B, but; any approprintions explicitly

.'". . ' feoignatett i:or Section 1 would guarantee EPA's ability to
'•..•.•'.'••••';. fund thiji effort.
''i :•.•.'.' . .
'" , At any rate, EPA's Office o£ Solid Waste, Office of
.'." \ Eaaearch ?nfl Development, and Region JXI office will con-
'. '.' ..'..tihuc to provide technical assistance to Hev? Castle County
.', ' -with'in thu' limits olt tlvc: reaourcos vie do have.

I liopt; this letter has helpsfi clarify the Agancy'e
position anfl aatlvitioa regardincj tha Arrsy. Greek situation,

;. J£ you hvwci any further question p'leasfi feel free to coiitaot
''£iheli3on Koyera directly nt (207.) 755-9170.

Sincerely yours,

Barbara .
Deputy Aclminiafcrntox

'•','•'..'•,• .'Honorable Jotiaph 11. Biclon, ifr.
:..•;','' '. 'imitea St?it;ciB Senate
'.\V. •-'WflBhington, n, C. 20510
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